
Welcome to the first edition of the Northside News!  The Calhoun County Land

Bank Authority has put this newsletter together to provide information on

accomplishments and happenings related to its work in Washington Heights and

surrounding areas, also known as Neighborhood Planning Council 2 (NPC2). We

want to get the word out in as many ways as possible to the community about

opportunities, upcoming projects, and methods for input. The intent of this

newsletter is to share information in a simple, accessible format. The content will

also be updated on our website (which is being revamped for ease of use) and will be

periodically highlighted on Facebook. 

The work the Land Bank is undertaking doesn’t stand alone. We are making every

effort to be aware of, and coordinate with, the initiatives of others to promote the

hard work of all for the greatest impact.  We’d like to highlight those synergies here

as well as to include information on successes and opportunities to engage.

What is the Land Bank doing in NPC2, exactly? First we are a neighbor, as the Land

Bank owns 200+ properties in the area. We want to transform these properties into

assets, and we’ve been diligently working to ensure we hear YOUR VOICE so that

the results are authentically positive for the community. We are strengthening

partnerships and working to access funding streams to support demolition,

rehabilitation projects and attainable infill housing, as well as to support

neighborhood goals.

The Land Bank is also bringing its expertise and resources to local residents through

pilot programs to demystify the basics of property information, building assessment

and redevelopment to support local folks who are interested in pursuing their own

projects, but aren’t sure where to start. Building trades training, landscape and

beautification projects will also be part of the mix. The needs and desires of the

neighborhood will determine much of the “how” and aligning with existing efforts

is crucial to getting maximum benefit from this strategy.

BULLETIN TO BE CIRCULATED
Updates on progress of local initiatives and synergies
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Held April 9, the third class in the Land

Bank’s training series was held at Michigan

Works! Southwest.  Information was

presented about Land Bank programs for

developing property, as well as practical

information on the building permit process

and helpful tips for hiring contractors.

Taught by Amy Rose Robinson, CCLBA’s

Property & Project Coordinator, and Richard

Bolek, the city’s Inspection Supervisor &

Chief Building Official, they shared their vast

experience in the building field with

attendees. Materials and a video from this

class will be available free of charge on our

website: calhounlandbank.org.

Class 102  Rehab Relationships:

Getting It Done

the latest > > >

In late November, the Land Bank staff visited nearly
2,000 businesses and residences in NPC2.  Krista, Amy

Rose, Angela, Janie and Mariah are committed to
maximizing the impact of the funding they've diligently

worked to secure by seeking community input.



Investment example - love is on the way

The house at 598 W Michigan

Ave has been approved for

rehabilitation and funding is

allocated for the work, thanks

to support for the Land Bank

from the W.K. Kellogg

Foundation. Keep your eyes

peeled for exciting progress

on this project in the coming

months!

TARGET REHAB!

Last fall the Land Bank conducted the first two classes in its training series.

Intended as a connection opportunity with education and resource sharing,

the classes were open for NPC2 residents interested in developing property. 

TWO TRAINING CLASSES HELD

The tools and information

provided, answered questions and

filled voids about successful

research, planning and the

inevitable unknowns in

development projects. The first

class, 100 Public Record Property

Info: Doing Your Homework was

held in September.  This class was

a starting point for those thinking

about buying property.

Information on what can be

learned from public records was

given as well as knowledge and

tools for effective research to be a

prepared buyer.  The second class,

101 Building Assessment took place

in early October.  Participants

learned how to identify and

evaluate trouble spots in an actual

rehab house. Is that disrepair a

cosmetic issue or a sign of serious

structural failure?  Basic building

assessment was taught by Cheryl

Early from Wiss, Janey, Elstner

and Associates, Inc., with

partnership from the Michigan

Historic Preservation Network. 

 

Materials shared
during the classes 

are available 
free of charge at 

calhounlandbank.org

mission accomplished > > >

A FRESH START

six demolitions have been completed - making way for the future

set the stage > > >



The committee  has  been establ ished and is  composed of  17

members  who are  res idents ,  property owners ,  leaders  and

elected off ic ia ls  who wil l  engage,  inform and support  the

on-going neighborhood stabi l izat ion efforts  of  the  Calhoun

County Land Bank Authority  within the  Washington

Heights  Neighborhood (NPC2) .  

This committee was formed by the CCLBA Board to support staff in

its work funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. That work focuses

on the activation of its land throughout the area. Members of the

committee are expected to serve for the duration of the grant, which

runs through 2023. The grant was approved to support the CCLBA

efforts for blight elimination in the Washington Heights

neighborhood. 

The WHN Advisory Committee has an important role advocating for

the CCLBA and residents alike, with a focus on grant activities and a

much-needed land re-use strategy for the neighborhood. The grant

has a few components, including blight elimination through

beautification, demolition, rehabilitation, infill development, as well

as training in skilled trades, landscape design and/or lawn care and

small scale development.

Advisory Committee members must be fair, impartial, unbiased, and

respectful as they conduct business on behalf of this project and the

neighborhood. Members will gather and provide input from the

community, review data, and help in determining project and policy

direction. Committee activities must align with existing CCLBA

program areas and be considerate of other on-going community

projects led by partner organizations so that synergies may develop

for the good of the entire area.

Keep up with the Advisory Committee's work in new editions of this

bulletin and on our website at calhounlandbank.org.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE SET

MEET & GREET*
The public is invited to learn more about the WHN Advisory Committee and meet its new members. Enjoy
time to mix, mingle and munch at this family friendly social event designed to introduce the newly selected
Advisory Committee.  Learn about the focus and purpose of the Calhoun County Land Bank’s work on the
Northside, including its work supported by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. Join us for a boxed lunch, raffle
prizes and fun. 

Sat April 23rd |  11:00 – 1:00pm                                                                             RSVP:
Second Missionary Baptist Church                                                                        calhounlandbank.org/meet&greet
485 N Washington Ave                                                                                                                  or call 269-781-0777

*only  FUN al lowed -  no substant ive act ion a .k .a .  bor ing meeting stuff

Lynn Ward Gray 
                CCLBA Board Liaison       

Rochelle Hatcher
                County Commissioner District 2                                                                                             

Jenasia Morris
                City Commissioner Ward 2                                                            

Ron Sweet
                Neighborhood Planning Council 2

Dr. Elishae Johnson
               Catalyzing Community Giving                   

Marcelle Heath     
                 Section 1                     

Brigetta Phillips-Freeman              
                Section 2

Shirley McKinney                      
                Section 3

Shanay Settles   
                  Section 4                         

Aric Vaughn        
                  Section 5                       

Damon Brown 
                 At Large                           

Hannah Frentz     
                 At Large                       

Dennis McKinley        
                 At Large                

Arniece Montgomery    
                 At Large             

Centhia Fleming   
                Alternate                        

Sherrill Cotton     
                Alternate                       

Youth Member
                accepting nominations                               



Public attendance is welcome
and encouraged!!

Wednesday, May 11       6:30pm  

Wednesday, June 8        6:00pm     

Wednesday, July 13       6:00pm   

Wednesday, August 10  6:00pm

JOIN US IN PERSON OR STREAM ON FACEBOOK LIVE

WHN ADVISORY COMMITTEE SCHEDULE
upcoming > > >

The Valentine Room
Kool Family Community Center

200 W Michigan Ave
Battle Creek MI 49017

LOCATION:

315 W Green St
Marshall MI  49068

 

269-781-0777


