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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

BROWNFIELDS FINAL REPORT 

 

THE CALHOUN COUNTY LAND BANK AUTHORITY 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES  

BROWNFIELDS ASSESSMENT GRANT 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT # 00E02319-0BF 
 

Final Report 

Project Period October 1, 2017 – March 31, 2021 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Calhoun County Lank Bank Authority (CCLBA) prepared the following Final Report 

to document activities under the U.S. EPA Hazardous Substances Brownfields Assessment 

Grant Project (Grant). This report outlines activities and key measures documented from 

October 1, 2017 to March 31, 2021, as well as highlighted projects completed during the 

entire project. 

 

2.0 ACTIVITIES FUNDED UNDER BROWNFIELDS ASSESSMENT GRANT 

 

TASK 1 – Programmatic and Outreach: 

During the course of the entire project, the CCLBA maintained regular grant required 

documentation activities.  Brownfield projects were discussed during publicly attended bi-

monthly meetings of the CCLBA Board of Directors.  In total, there were twenty-four (24) 

meetings in total of the Board of Directors during the grant term.  Projects were also 

discussed at various city council and other public meetings as needed. 

 TASK 2 – Community Outreach and Development  

During the course of the entire project, the CCLBA attended various stakeholder meetings 

to discuss the grant and brownfield projects.  

 

TASK 3 – Site Inventory and Selection 

During the course of the entire project, the CCLBA utilized a project intake form to collect 

information on potential projects.  The information collected assisted with the 

prioritization and selection of projects.   

TASK 4 – Site Assessment 

During the course of the entire project, 31 Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs) 

and 28 Phase II ESAs or Hazardous Materials Assessments were completed.   

TASK 5 - Cleanup Planning 

During the course of the entire project, one Cleanup Planning document was completed. 
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3.0     ACTIVITIES FUNDED BY OTHER LEVERAGED SOURCES 

 

A summary of projects with leveraged funds can be found in the Table below.  Attachment 

A provides the Highlighted Summaries Section that describes activities undertaken with 

grant funds, redevelopment that has taken place, and detailed leveraged funds.   

 

Table 1: Calhoun County Leveraging Summary 

Project Site EPA Grant 

Expenditure 

Leveraged Funds Jobs Created 

406 S Ann and 407 S  $ 13,190.00 $ 341,749  

611, 617, 619 Austin Ave $3,800 $24,144.07  

501 Berrien St N $ 21,494.65 $438,250 10 temporary 

25 Capital Avenue $ 40,559.58 $ 750,000 15 temporary, 10 FTE 

215 Capital Ave  $30,261.08 $170,000 3 temporary 

15 Carlyle* $ 35,586.75 $2,600,000 14 FTE 

709 Clinton St N $3,300 $4,208  

410 East Drive $ 26,887.48 $276,700 10 temporary 

1000 Erie St W $3,300 $6,380  

306 Hamblin Ave $41,173.32 $250,000 4 temporary, 4 FTE 

319 Hamblin Avenue $ 21,988.41 $ 50,500 3 temporary 

70 Michigan Ave E $27,949.18 $810,000 5 temporary, 3 

apartments, 

commercial space 

ready, 1 FTE 

161 Michigan Ave E $ 27,021.18 $ 500,000  

64 Michigan Ave W $ 7,000 $ 1,500,000 20 temporary, 15 FTE* 

300 Michigan Ave W $21,919.85 $80,000 2 temporary 

373 Riverside  $3,300 $250,000 4 temporary 

129 & 131 Superior St N $24,153.60 $203,500  

30 Vanburen St E $ 35,652.20 $ 4,500,000 96* 

166 Westbrook Ave $29,459.89 $34,000 2 temporary 

Detailed development and leveraging can be found in the Highlighted Summaries Section 

*jobs to be created by 2023 

 

4.0 GRANT-FUNDED ACTIVITIES PERFORMED TO DATE/MEASURES OF 

SUCCESS 

The CCLBA tracked and reported the following activities associated with the expected 

outputs of the program: 
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Table 2: Measures of Success 

Expected EPA deliverables CCLBA Deliverables 

Comprehensive Outreach 

Program, regular updates to 

Board of Director, multiple 

and varied public meetings, 

media outreach. 

Several Outreach sessions to the Public that included Fact 

Sheets, presentations, and media releases:  

Kick-off Press Release: June 12, 2017 Kick-off Meeting with 

Rotary: February 16, 2016 

24 Board of Director Updates 2017 - 2020 

Staff Presentations (Various): 
• February 1, 2018 – City Council, Albion 

• May 31, 2018 – Battle Creek Rotary 

• March 11, 2019 – City Council, Albion 

• October 23, 2019 – Historic Preservation Group 

• September 20, 2019 – County Board of Commissioners 

• September 29, 2019 – Marshall Area Economic Development 

Alliance 

• November 4, 2019 – City Council, Albion 

• November 19, 2020 – Habitat for Humanity 

 

  

Quality Assurance Project Plan Submitted to EPA on January 10, 2018; Addendum submitted 

to EPA and April 27, 2018, and Updates submitted to EPA on 

February 12, 2019, and February 25, 2020. 

31 Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessments 

31 Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (including 3 

updates)  

28 Phase II Investigations   28 Phase II Investigations (including 4 Hazardous Materials 

Assessments) 

1 Cleanup Plan 1 Cleanup Plan (Response Activity Plan) 

 

The following activities were performed during the grant project: 

 

Table 3: Activities Performed during the Grant Term 

 Outputs 

Property Name Address Haz 

Eligibility 

Approval 

Date 

Phase I 

Report 

Date 

QAPP 

Date 

Phase II 

Report 

Date 

Cleanup 

Planning 

Date 

QAPP    1/10/18   

410 East Drive, Marshall Haz 1/19/17 3/13/18  6/1/2018  

306 Hamblin, Battle Creek Haz 1/29/18 11/5/18 

 

Update 

3/9/2018 

 3/30/18, 

11/6/18, 

11/9/18 
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Table 3: Activities Performed during the Grant Term 

 Outputs 

406 S. Ann and 407 S. 

Dalrymple 

Haz 3/27/17 6/12/18  11/9/18, 

11/29/18 

 

440/450 West Michigan Haz 5/2/18 6/18/18  7/13/18  

25 Capital Avenue Haz 5/14/18 Update 

7/13/18 

 3/8/2019 10/30/18 

501 N. Berrien Street Haz 5/24/18 9/21/18  1/29/20  

15 Carlyle Haz 6/20/18 7/18/18  9/7/18, 

11/16/18, 

3/12/19 

 

215 N Capital Avenue, 

Athens 

Haz 9/6/18 10/29/18  10/17/18, 

3/27/19, 

5/30/19 

 

64 W Michigan Avenue Haz 9/6/18 

  

  11/7/18, 

1/10/19 

 

300 W Michigan Avenue, 

Battle Creek 

Haz 9/27/18 10/31/18  2/5/19, 

7/9/19 

 

129-131 S Superior, Albion Haz 9/27/18 12/19/18    

319 Hamblin Avenue, Battle 

Creek 

Haz 9/27/18 11/6/18  8/12/19  

313 S Superior, Albion Haz 10/18/18 11/20/18  5/29/19, 

8/21/19 
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Table 3: Activities Performed during the Grant Term 

 Outputs 

117/119 S Superior Street, 

Albion 

Haz 5/2/18 12/5/18    

402 E Burnham Street, Battle 

Creek 

Haz 11/8/18 

 

12/19/18    

70 E Michigan, Battle Creek Haz 12/6/18 1/31/19  6/18/19, 

11/14/19 

 

30 East Van Buren, Battle 

Creek 

Haz 12/20/18 1/29/19  9/10/19, 

7/2/20 

 

966 West Territorial Road, 

Battle Creek 

Haz 4/8/19 5/23/19    

15290 15 Mile Road, 

Marshall Township 

Haz 3/21/18 5/2/19    

500 Bemer Street Haz 4/3/2019   5/1/19  

205 W Cass Street, Albion Haz 4/18/19 5/22/19    

373 Riverside Drive, Battle 

Creek 

Haz 5/2/19 6/5/19    

166 Westbrook Avenue, 

Battle Creek 

Haz 8/6/19 9/23/19  3/25/20, 

4/21/20 

 

373 W Michigan, Battle 

Creek 

Haz 9/9/19 11/1/19    
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Table 3: Activities Performed during the Grant Term 

 Outputs 

709 N Clinton, Albion Haz 9/16/19 11/13/19    

611, 617 and 619 Austin 

Avenue 

Haz 9/16/19 11/1/19    

Columbia Drainage SW 

Capital, Battle Creek 

Haz 10/21/19 11/27/19    

Urban Renewal Project, 

Albion 

Haz 12/17/19 1/30/20    

1000 W Erie Street, Albion Haz 12/17/19 2/6/20    

214-222 Pearl Street, Albion Haz 10/1/20 11/11/20    

277 W Michigan Avenue, 

Battle Creek 

Haz 9/17/20 11/10/20    

500 N Berrien Haz 12/17/19     

161 West Michigan Avenue Haz 4/11/18   1/13/21  

5.0     BUDGET STATUS 

Following is a summary of costs incurred for the entire project (reflects funding drawn 

down from ASAP for grant).  $10.74 remained in the grant at completion. 
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Budget Categories

$ Budgeted

Cost 

Incurred to $ Remaining $ Budgeted

Cost 

Incurred to $ Remaining $ Budgeted

Cost 

Incurred to $ Remaining

Personnel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Travel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Supplies $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Contractual $0.00 $0.00 $1,112.50 $1,112.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Total $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,112.50 $1,112.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$ Budgeted

Cost 

Incurred to $ Remaining $ Budgeted

Cost 

Incurred to $ Remaining

Personnel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Travel $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Supplies $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Contractual $580,290.91 $580,280.17 $10.74 $18,596.59 $18,596.59 $0.00

Total $580,290.91 $580,280.17 $10.74 $18,596.59 $18,596.59 $0.00

Task 1: Programmatic Task 2: Community Outreach Task 3: Site Inventory

Task 4: Site Assessment Task 5: Cleanup Planning

 

 

6.0 HIGHLIGHTED PROJECTS, REDEVELOPMENT AND LEVERAGED 

FUNDS 

Please see Attachment A.   

7.0 SUMMARY OF JOBS CREATED 

 

During the entire grant project, a total of 78 temporary jobs were created for 

cleanup/construction.  A total of 29 permanent jobs were created after redevelopment.  It is 

anticipated that approximately 111 additional temporary or permanent jobs will be created 

with pending redevelopment of projects supported with grant funds. 

 

 



Attachment A: 

Highlighted Project Summaries 
  



410 EAST DRIVE, MARSHALL, MICHIGAN 

 

Before  
 

 
 
After 
 
Technical Summary 



The 7.5-acre property was developed with an approximately 189,000 square-foot vacant building at the time the 
Phase I ESA was completed.  The Phase I ESA identified several RECs associated with former use of a fuel oil 
UST, historical operations and the presence of chemical storage.  A Phase II ESA was completed and identified 
the presence of arsenic in soil at concentrations above Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and 
Energy (EGLE) Part 201 generic cleanup criteria.   
 

Redevelopment:  

Following completion of the Phase II ESA and evaluation of the owner’s due care obligations, the vacant 
building was demolished, and the site was leveled to facilitate redevelopment.  The CCLBA is currently working 
with a housing developer to address an infill housing need in the area.  The proposed development would 
consist of a mixture of single-family homes at attainable price points.    

Leveraged funds:   

• $276,700 CCLBA = cost of engineering assessments and building demolition as well as a matching 
planning grant from the Michigan Department of Economic Development. 

30 EAST VAN BUREN STREET, BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 

 
 
Technical Summary 
 
The 1-acre property was developed with an approximately 17,000 square-foot, three-story building at the time 
the Phase I ESA was completed.  The building was partially vacant.  The Phase I ESA identified several RECs 
associated with historical operations on the Property, the potential for undocumented fill to be present, and 
offsite migration of impact from nearby sites.  A Phase II ESA was completed and identified the presence of 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs), polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and metals in soil at 
concentrations above Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) Part 201 generic 
cleanup criteria.   



 
Redevelopment 
 
The historic Battle Creek building will get a new life after a $2 million grant from the U.S. Department of 
Economic Development Administration (EDA) was announced on August 14, 2020.  The EDA grant, to be 
matched with $2 million in local funding, is expected to create  96 jobs by 2023 and generate $8 million in 
private investment to create an accelerator food production hub to provide the expertise needed to support the 
region’s critical food manufacturing and restaurant industries.  The building, known as the “Tiger Room” has 
been owned by a local church since 1960 and was historically used by the American Steam Pump Company.  
The EPA grant funds supported the necessary environmental assessment needed to plan the redevelopment 
and apply for the critical EDA grant.   

15 CARLYLE STREET, BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 

 

 



Before 

 

 

 

 



 

 

After 
 



Technical Summary 
 
The 0.192-acre property was developed with an approximate 13,400 square-foot, three-story, commercial 
building.  The building was vacant and under disrepair.  The Phase I ESA identified several RECs associated 
with historical operations on the Property, the potential for undocumented fill to be present, and offsite migration 
of impact from nearby sites.  A Phase II ESA was completed and identified the presence of PAHs and metals in 
soil and/or groundwater at concentrations above Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy 
(EGLE) Part 201 generic cleanup criteria. 
 
Redevelopment 
 
The Record Box is a redevelopment of a historic warehouse that sat vacant and dilapidated for twenty years.  
Paying homage to the historical use of the building for manufacturing of paper cartons and boxes for breakfast 
foods, local residents and visionary developers acquired the site to restore the historic building and label it 
“Record Box”.  However, plans to transform the building into a mixed-use development including multipurpose 
event space and a microbrewery were immediately halted when rehabilitation cost estimates were more than 
the building appraisal, so incentives were needed.  More than $2 million in grants from many local and state 
resources was provided and also $30,000 of U.S. EPA grant funds to support necessary environmental 
assessments to demonstrate the redevelopment could occur in accordance with the state voluntary cleanup 
program.  The project created fourteen full time jobs in the area. The redevelopment was completed in the fall of 
2019 and houses Handmap Brewing on the first floor, Collab BC on the second floor, and the Record Box Loft 
on the third floor.  

25 CAPITAL AVENUE, BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 

 



 

Before 

 

After 

Technical Summary 
 
The 0.8-acre property was developed with an approximate 3,300 square-foot, vacant former bank building.  The 
building was vacant.  The Phase I ESA identified several RECs associated with historical operations on the 



Property, the potential for undocumented fill to be present, and offsite migration of impact from nearby sites.  A 
Phase II ESA was completed and identified the presence of metals in soil and/or groundwater at concentrations 
above Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) Part 201 generic cleanup criteria.  
To facilitate financing, EGLE reviewed and approved a Response Activity Plan that summarized the 
redevelopment strategy involving the installation of a vapor mitigation system to eliminate the risk of potential 
indoor air contamination issues.   
 
Redevelopment 
 
To assist the new owner meet their due care obligation, the building was retrofitted with a vapor mitigation 
system.  The building was renovated to accommodate the new use for a fast food restaurant in an important 
area of the city where there is a high concentration of employees.  Multiple temporary construction jobs were 
created during the installation of the vapor mitigation system and renovation of the building, and approximately 
10 permanent jobs were created with the restaurant.  The new owner intends to expand their operations and 
build-out the remaining portion of the building with an additional food service in the near future providing more 
opportunities for the local employees and growing downtown residential population. 

64 WEST MICHIGAN AVENUE, BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 

 

Before 



 

Current (under construction) 

 

Planned  

Technical Summary 
 



The 0.28-acre Property was developed with an approximate 13,500 square-foot, two-story, vacant commercial 
building with a full basement.  The building was vacant and under disrepair and located on a prominent corner in 
downtown Battle Creek.  The Phase I ESA identified RECs associated with the potential for urban fill materials 
to be present and migration of impacted groundwater from nearby sites.  A Phase II ESA was completed and 
identified the presence of metals in soil and/or groundwater at concentrations above EGLE Part 201 generic 
cleanup criteria. 
 
Redevelopment 
 
Battle Dog, LLC plans to redevelop the vacant historic building and adjacent surface parking lot into a restaurant 
with onsite brewing and distilling, as well as a seasonal outdoor beer garden, in the heart of downtown. The 
project is consistent with the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) Strategic Plan focus area to 
attract talent through innovative placemaking and transforming underutilized properties into vibrant areas. In 
addition, the project meets local objectives by bringing a well-known brewery and restaurant enterprise into the 
city to act as a commercial anchor and to provide an additional amenity for the downtown residential units being 
added throughout the district. The brand recognition for New Holland Brewing Co. is already noteworthy. The 
project is expected to result in a total capital investment of $4,065,220, resulting in a $968,500 Michigan 
Community Revitalization Program performance-based grant.  

"New Holland Brewing Company is very excited to see this project come to fruition, after a lot of hard work from 
the great folks at MEDC, the City of Battle Creek and Battle Creek Unlimited, among others. The support and 
assistance that we have received throughout this process has been amazing. There is something special about 
downtown Battle Creek, and we couldn't be happier to be part of it. There has been a tremendous amount of 
effort put into the revitalization of Battle Creek, and we are honored to help continue making great things happen 
for this area,” said Brett VanderKamp, president and founder of New Holland Brewing. 

In addition to the U.S. EPA grant funds used, local support for the project included a twelve-year Obsolete 
Property Rehabilitation Act tax abatement with an estimated value of $995,000, as well as a $265,000 Real 
Estate Connection grant and a $250,000 Development grant from Battle Creek Unlimited. The project is in a 
Michigan Geographically Disadvantaged Business Location, and the project qualities for a MCRP grant because 
the site is a historic resource. Once completed, the project is expected to add approximately fifteen full time 
jobs. 

501 BERRIEN STREET, ALBION, MICHIGAN 

 

Before  
 



 
 
After 
 
Technical Summary 
The 1.65 acre property was developed with an approximately 110,000 square-foot vacant industrial building at 
the time the Phase I ESA was completed.  The building was in a severe state of disrepair and a safety hazard to 
the community and local residences that lived nearby.  The Phase I ESA identified several RECs associated 
with former use of the building for manufacturing operations.  A Phase II ESA was completed and identified the 
presence of PAHs and metals in soil at concentrations above Michigan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy (EGLE) Part 201 generic cleanup criteria.   
 

Redevelopment:  

Following completion of the Phase II ESA and evaluation of the owner’s due care obligations, the vacant 
building was demolished and the site was leveled to facilitate redevelopment.  The CCLBA is currently working 
with potential developers to address the need for senior housing in the community.   

Leveraged funds:   

• $438,250 CCLBA = cost of engineering assessments, and building demolition 


